Advocacy Corner

Co-Location Coming to Miami-Dade County Public Schools

As the Florida legislative session came to a close earlier this year, the legislative majority voted in a bill that would allow Schools of Hope charter schools to move into existing public schools, forcing those public schools to share their resources – from physical spaces to staff – with the charter.  The public school may then lose access to classrooms, libraries, gyms, and other spaces while the charter school benefits – using your tax dollars.

Last month, Schools of Hope operators sent notice to MDCPS that it intends to move into 90 of its school sites.  While fortunately Coral Gables Senior High School is not on the list of targeted schools, this does not mean we should not be concerned about what is happening – the privatization of public schools is everyone’s business.
 
What You and Your Children Can Do

Parents, students, and community leaders throughout the state are mobilizing to fight co-location.  Here are a few ways you can join in:

· Reach out to your School Board member and let them know that you do not support co-location.  For many of you, your representative on the board is Chair Mari Tere Rojas.  She holds office hours on the first and third Thursday of the month at 427 Biltmore Way, 2nd floor conference room.  You can also call her office at 305-995-1334 or email district6@dadeschools.net. 
· Families for Strong Public Schools has organized a “Call-In for Our Kids:  Repeal Schools of Hope,” a two-week statewide call-in campaign urging the Speaker of the Florida House to repeal this harmful law.  The ask is simple – make one or several calls of just 2-3 minutes during the call-in window.  To participate, RSVP at https://www.mobilize.us/strongflschools/event/873205/.  Once you RSVP, you will receive instructions and a script to follow for your call.  To learn more about this initiative, visit https://www.schoolsofnope.org/.
· Florida PTA will host a virtual event to discuss co-location and its impact on public schools in the state, including Miami-Dade.  RSVP at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8k2xjwcaQIWC4qri4p3XGQ#/registration. 
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Join the Fiorida PTA Advocacy Commission to gain insights directly from district
leaders and a New York PTA who is ing co-location
This event will help you understand the effects on your school community.





